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Synopsis

An environmental History of California during the Gold Rush Between 1849 and 1874 almost $1
billion in gold was mined in California. With little available capital or labor, here’s how: high-pressure
water cannons washed hillsides into sluices that used mercury to trap gold but let the soil wash
away; eventually more than three times the amount of earth moved to make way for the Panama
Canal entered California’s rivers, leaving behind twenty tons of mercury every milea srivers
overflowed their banks and valleys were flooded, the land poisoned. In the rush to wealth, the same
chain of foreseeable consequences reduced California’s forests and grasslands.Not since William
Cronon’s Nature’s Metropolis has a historian so skillfully applied John Muir’s insighta <"When we try
to pick out anything by itself, we find it hitched to everything else in the universe"a <o the telling of

the history of the American West. Beautifully told, this is western environmental history at its finest.
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Customer Reviews

It provided some insights to California history that were new to me-- particularly the particular parts

of state where hydraulic mining occurred.

Quite well researched, and, regrettably, a must read.

My purchase came in an easy to read font, and an accessible format. It's a very convenient and

useful resource to have Kindle on my iPad for my everyday life.



this is the right book. | just needed it for my college homework. IN my school they sell it for more

than 15 $
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